
 

 

Child soldiers waiting to be registered 
to the rehabilitation program 
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Teachers’ case  
October 2006 
 
 

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): 
 

Child Soldiers 
 
In November 2005, 16 year old Patrick – a child soldier who participated in the Child Soldier 
Rehabilitation Program – returned to his village in the eastern region of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  He came home to reunite with his family after three years of fighting. 

In January 2006, about six weeks later, the joy was cut short when armed forces came 
looking for him.  Patrick told Amnesty: “They demanded to see my army release papers and 
then tore them up and punched me. They accused my father of sheltering a deserter and 
beat him to the floor. Then they ransacked the house, tied me up and led me off. When we 
got to their camp I was so frightened of more beatings that I agreed to stay with them.” 

Patrick served as a guard for three weeks until he was able to escape one night.  He is now 
living in a shelter for child soldiers in Goma. 

Patrick is only one of 30,000 child soldiers in the DRC.  In July 2004, the government 
ordered the release of all soldiers under 18 and it was supposed to put the child soldiers 
through a process of rehabilitation and social reintegration.  However, in practice, there are 
armed forces that continue to coerce children into their ranks, even today. 

The DRC has signed the Children’s Rights Convention (1989) and undertook to protect the 
rights of children living under the threat of armed conflict.  In addition, the DRC undertook to 
prohibit the recruitment of children under 18 into the military forces. 
 

 

Background Information: 

The conflict in the DRC has devastated many communities in the eastern part of the state.  
Up to 2006, nearly 4 million Congolese citizens died as a result of the conflict.  
Approximately 1,200 die in the country every day as a result of violence, diseases that could 
have been prevented or hunger, which are direct derivatives of the conflict.  In addition, 
there are an estimated 1.66 million displaced persons around the country, mostly women 
and children (“displaced persons” are internal refugees who were banned from their homes, 
but were unable to flee the country). 

A civil war has been raging through the Democratic Republic of Congo since 1996, centering 
on the control over economic, natural, military and political resources.  From the beginning, 
children were recruited into all of the armed forces.  According to estimated figures, there 
are 30,000 child soldiers.  A comprehensive peace agreement was signed in December 
2002, which significantly reduced the scale of the war.  However, the war was not yet 
completely over.  There were still active armed groups, some supported by the government 
and others rebelling against it.  A transition government was appointed in June 2003, under 
the peace accords.  This government was weak and fragile, and it was facing a decisive role 
in establishing peace.  It received significant international economic aid and 17,000 U.N. 
peace keeping troops.  During this year, the governmental army declared the end to using 
soldiers under 18.  However, the other armed forces that operated concurrently continued to 
rely on children as a significant part of their military force.  In July 2004, the government 

 



launched a comprehensive rehabilitation program for child soldiers, which was subsidized 
with US$200 million from the World Bank. 

However, the rehabilitation program is encountering severe problems: 

1. Since then, the armed groups (including Laurent Nkunda and the opposing Mayi-Mayi) 
have not yet released the children serving in their forces.  Furthermore, they continue 
to forcefully recruit children, some who have participated in the child soldier 
rehabilitation program and others, mainly in the eastern region of the country.  Their 
reenlistment significantly harms the rehabilitation program. 

2. Approximately one third of the children - 11,000 according to low estimates by 
governmental factors in DRC, and more according to the assumptions of other 
organizations – are still fighting. 

3. The findings, based on an updated Amnesty report, demonstrate that beyond the 
establishment of the child soldier rehabilitation camps, the government of the DRC did 
nothing toward establishing frameworks for their integration within the civil society.  
When these children return to their homes, they are exposed and vulnerable. They can 
become homeless or unemployed, financial hardships may keep them away from their 
families and, worst of all, they are exposed to reenlistment. 

 

 

Further recommended Action 

�  Call for the prosecution of all leaders of the armed groups who violats on children’s 
rights. 

�  Call on the government of the DRC to continue with the rehabilitation and integration 
efforts until all children are released from the armed groups. 

�  Express your concern that the children released to their homes are unsafe, mainly in the 
eastern part of the country. 

�  Remind the ambassador that the rehabilitation process does not end in the rehabilitation 
camps, but that the true process also includes follow up programs of social integration, 
in order to guarantee the future of the children. 

 

 

 

Links to additional material: 
 

�  A film, additional information and the full Amnesty International report on the child soldier 
phenomenon in the Democratic Republic of Congo: 

  http://web.amnesty.org/pages/cod-111006-background-eng 
 

�  IANSA – The International Action Network on Small Arms, link to a page dealing with 
child soldiers: 

  http://www.iansa.org/issues/child_soldiers.htm 
 

�  Amnesty International annual report 
   http://web.amnesty.org/report2006/globaloverview-eng 
 

�  The Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers 
   http://www.child-soldiers.org/ 


